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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Honorable Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is 
directed to the cited references listed on the attached PTO-1449. No representation is made or 
intended that more relevant information does not exist or that the order of presentation of the 
information in any way reflects their relative pertinence. Apphcant respectfully requests that the 
cited information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application and that the 
cited references be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any 
patent to issue therefrom. If required, a copy of each reference is attached. 

^ 1 . This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the 
U.S. filing date OR before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. Thus, no 
certification or fee is required. 

□ 2. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months after 
the U.S. filing date AND after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, but 
before the mailing date of a Final Rejection or Notice of Allowance. 

Q a. I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication fi"om a foreign patent office in a counter-part 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement. 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(1). 

Q b. I hereby certify that no item of information in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was cited in a communication fi-om a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 



WDC99 700194-1.045112.0200 



I 



^0/014,797 Attorney Docket No. 451 12-200 

t,' 

application or, to my knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual 
designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(2). 

□ c. Please charge the amount of $180.00 in payment of the fee under 37 
C.F.R. 1.1 7(p). Please credit or debit Deposit Account No. 50-0417 as needed to ensure 
consideration of the disclosed information. A duplicate copy of diis paper is attached. 

D 3. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months after 
the U.S. filing date and after the mailing date of a Final Rejection or Notice of Allowance, but 
before payment of the Issue Fee. Applicant(s) petition(s) that the Information Disclosure 

Statement be considered. Please charge Deposit Account No. 50-0417 in the amount of $ 

for payment of the petition fee. Please credit or debit Deposit Account No. 50-0417 as needed to 
ensure consideration of the disclosed information. A duplicate copy of this paper is attached. 

□ a. I hereby certify that each item ofinformation contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication fi-om a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this hiformation Disclosure 
Statement. 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(1). 

□ b. I hereby certify that no item of information in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was cited in a communication fi-om a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application or, to my knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual 
designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(2). 



4. Some of the references were cited in related foreign applications. For the 
Examiner's information, attached is an Enghsh language version of each applicable foreign 
search report which explains the relevance of any non-English language reference(s) cited on the 
attached PTO-1449. Please note that the International Search Report for Application Nos. 
PCT/US99/21009 and PCT/USOO/17676 were previously submitted; however, several references 
listed therein were inadvertentiy omitted in the initial IDS filed on July 26, 2002 but are now 
attached hereto, namely, CA 2,099,429, JP 4308510, and Hori (1998). 

^ 5. Where applicable, an English language abstiract of non-English language 
reference(s) is attached. 

S 6. The Examiner's attention is directed to the following co-pending U.S. Patent 
Application Nos. which are directed to related technical subject matter and/or to which the 
above-captioned patent application claims priority: 

(a) 09/604,082, filed June 27, 2000 - 'f-'^ '^ ' 

(b) 09/505,680, filed February 17, 2000 - 4^ 

(c) 09/340,391, filed June 28, 1999 - 

(d) 09/604,397, filed June 27, 2000 -U^ (>^Z\l()} (c^A^^ 4o Yv^^M 
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(e) 10/269,870, filed October 15, 2002 

(f) 10/270,134, filed October 15, 2002. 

Some of the herein-cited references were cited in these co-pending U.S. Patent Applications to 
which this application claims priority. Copies of references cited herein and which are also cited 
in the above applications (d) through (f) are submitted herewith as applicable. The identification 
of the above co-pending U.S. Patent Application(s) is not to be construed as a waiver of secrecy 
as to any application now or upon issuance of the present application as a patent. The Examiner 
is respectfiilly requested to consider the cited co-pending U.S. patent application(s) and the art 
cited therein. 

Please grant any extension of time deemed necessary for entry of this 
communication. Please charge any deficient fees, or credit any overpayment of fees 
associated with this communication to Deposit Account No. 50-0417. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: '^^^^ ^0^2063 




Registration No.37,136 



MCDERMOTT, WILL & EMERY 

600 13th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005-3096 
Telephone: (202) 756-8000 
Facsimile: (202) 756-8087 
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